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The NPS Alumni Relations Office traveled to Singapore to host its first-
ever international alumni event. On July 14th, the Alumni Relations
Director, Kari Miglaw, and an Assistant Director Nicole Cole, met with
alumni attending the annual Singapore Alumni meeting to share
information on academics, faculty, the campus, and alumni. The
presentation showcased the NPS Online Community and it's many
features as well as highlighting how NPS Singapore alumni can stay
connected with the school, even from afar.  After the presentations were
complete, the whole group indulged in a buffet of local foods and were
able to talk more with NPS staff about the Online Community.  
The event took place during the 10th anniversary of the alliance between
the Naval Postgraduate School and the National University of Singapore
(NUS) Temasek Defence Systems Institute (TDSI). NPS President Dan
Oliver and Provost, Dr. Leonard Ferrari, traveled to Singapore for the
occasion. President Oliver and Dr. Ferrari were on hand for the eighth
intake of the Master of Defense Technology Systems Program. These 29
graduates fill leadership positions in the Ministry of Defense, the
Singapore Armed Forces and the rest of the defense community.
TDSI was established in 2001 to bring military staff and defense technologists together in an education and
research environment to produce graduates who understand the complexities of a modern military force such
as improving the performance of unmanned aircraft or designing a special fabric that can be used in a bullet
proof vest.   The Singapore alumni organization is among NPS's largest and most engaged international
alumni group and maintaining a connection to NPS supports the continued partnership of the two schools.  The
NPS Online Community provides a global network for alumni to keep in touch with each other and stay
informed of developments at NPS. For more pictures of the event, visit the NPS Singapore Alumni Facebook
Page.  
HAS IT BEEN AWHILE 
SINCE YOU VISITED THE COMMUNITY?
          
   Tailhook 2011
  
 
September 8-11 at the John Ascuaga
Nugget Hotel in Reno, NV 
   Defence & Security Equipment International
  
 
 September 13-16 at ExCel London.
   International Seapower Symposium
  
 
October 17-21 at the Naval War College in
Newport, RI 
   TechNet Asia-Pacific
  
 November 1-3, 2011 at the Sheraton
Waikiki & Royal Hawaiian Hotel,
Honolulu, Hawaii 
   Gathering on the Green
   Join us for our NPS Alumni "Gathering on the Green"
golf tournament and networking luncheon.
   i/ITSEC Modeling and Simulation Conference
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From the class of 1970 to the class of 2010; NPS alumni gathered at
historic La Grange Winery in Haymarket, Virginia for a relaxing
afternoon of wine tasting and reconnecting with fellow alumni and NPS
staff. NPS Alumnus Michael Davis and co-owner of the winery
graciously offered to share the picturesque venue for this special event.
Opened in 2006 as Prince William County's only established winery,
the winery boasts a refurbished brick manor house dating back from
the 1790's and stands over rows of thousands of Cabernet Sauvignon
vines.  The winery offered the perfect backdrop for spouses, children,
and alumni to interact and learn more about the latest goings-ons with
NPS.  
The DC wine event is one of many of a host of upcoming alumni
happenings that will be held throughout the country.  Look for invites to
various events in your area, where NPS Alumni Relations staff are
reconnecting with alumni; active duty, out-of-uniform, working in
industry, or just enjoying retirement.  We'll also be hosting an alumni
golf event in San Diego in the Fall, so keep checking those inboxes for
more events! For more pictures of the event, check out the album in
the NPS Online Community.  
  
Vice Admiral Mark Harnitchek ('87, Management) has
been nominated as the next director of the Defense
Logistics Agency. 
 
Rick Wrenn ('89, Computer Science) has joined DiSTI
Corporation, as their newest Program Manager. 
Scott Altman ('90, Aeronautical Engineering) received
the Alumni Award for Distinguished Service from the
engineering department at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.
Martin J. Alperen ('06, Security Studies) publishes his
book Foundations of Homeland Security: Law and Policy.
  
Colonel (sel) Scott Frickenstein ('00, PhD Operational
Research) assumed command of the 14th Mission
Support Group on 6 July at Columbus Air Force Base,
Mississippi.
Vice Admiral Peter H. Daly USN, (Ret.) ('83, Operations
Research) becomes the new CEO of the U.S. Naval
Institute.
Commander Peter Milnes ('09, Executive MBA)
assumed command of the Electronic Weapons School
Brent Goodrum ('99, Operations
Research) has been chosen to lead the
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Division of Mining, Land, and Water. 
Pharis E. Williams ('76, Physics)
published his book "The Dynamic Theory" A
View of Space Time Matter.
Colonel Joel Clark ('98, Defense
Analysis) assumed command of the
Presidio of Monterey Garrison on 19 July
2011.
Captain Christopher J. Ferguson USN,
(Ret.) ('91, Aeronautical Engineering)
commanded the final shuttle mission aboard
space shuttle Atlantis.
Captain Robert Caldwell (Aeronautical
Engineering, '98) assumed command of
Fleet Readiness Center Southeast on July
8th.
Vice Admiral Cecil Haney ('87, Systems
  
 
 November 28-December 1 at the Orange











    Event     
 Wednesday,
 November 9th 
  
 
Summer 2011 Graduation Awards
Ceremony
 
NPS Foundation Quarterly Event with
Norm Augustine
 
Summer 2011 Graduation Ceremony
 
236th U.S. Navy Birthday Ball
CRUSER Lecture with iRobot Corp.
COO, Joseph Dyer
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assumed command of the Electronic Weapons School
(EAWS) at Whidbey Island.
Vice Admiral Scott R. Van Buskirk ('86,
Telecommunications Systems Management) has been
selected for reappointment to Vice Admiral and assignment
as Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Manpower,
Personnel, Training, and Education.
Commander Scott P. Raymond ('04, Information
Technology Management) assumed duties as
commanding officer of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
(NMCB) 3 at the Naval Base Ventura County, Port
Hueneme.
Captain Dana Dewey ('96, Aeronautical Engineering
assumed command and program management duties for
the E-6B Airborne Strategic Command, Control, and
Communications Program Office (PMS-271).
Commander Brian Mutty ('01 National Security Affairs)
took command of USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62) on July 26th.
Vice Admiral Cecil Haney ('87, Systems
Technology (ASW) & Engineering
Technology) has been nominated to the
rank of Admiral and assigned as
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet.  
Vice Admiral Mark Ferguson ('94,
Computer Science) has been selected for
the rank of Admiral and will be assigned as
Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
Douglas A. Suriano ('89, Information
Science) has been named Chief
Technology Officer for Tekelec, a mobile
broadband solutions company. 
J.L. Reppert ('04, Finance) was hired as
the assistant coach for the Navy Men's
lacrosse team.
Do you have some alumni news?  We'd love to hear about it, email us at alumni@nps.edu
The Alumni Relations Office is proud to highlight NPS Alum and
golf guru, Dean Knuth.  In his own words, he tells us of his
remarkable journey into the world of golf that all started at NPS...
     The life-changing event was attending NPS from fall of 1975
to spring of 1978.  I went to the six month refresher and then
was in IX 64, ASW/Systems Technology for two years-a
wonderful education and experience as a Lieutenant in the
Navy-but it also led me to a new career after the Navy. 
     It was a course called Design of Experiments, or maybe that
was the name of the textbook that was life-changing. The class
project was to collect data and make statistical conclusions
based on the mathematical models in the book. Most in the class
chose some Navy application.  Being a golfer I called the
Northern California Golf Association in Pebble Beach and asked
them if there was anything in golf that needed to be researched.
 The secretary could have blown me off, but she switched me to
Ron Read (He has worked at the USGA for the past 30 years, but was at NCGA at the time).
 Ron said, "why yes—The USGA Course Rating System is based just on yardage and that
doesn’t make any sense to us.  I know of NPS and would be happy to help you”.  That is the only
encouragement that I needed.  Ron helped me get onto  golf courses on the weekends and I
collected the golf shots of thousands of golfers, mapped where they hit their shots and I judged
the relative difficulty of the obstacles on the courses that they faced.  I then used the old punch
cards at NPS IBM mainframe and  wrote a Fortran IV program to use the model “over-relaxed
multi-variant regression.  This basically found a best fit from a lot of data to determine what the
important variables are (obstacles) and the relative importance of each—Trees, bunkers, water,
green target, green surface, out of bounds, topography, Rough, fairway and psychological
factors. A total of ten obstacles in all.     
      I finished the course, turned-in my paper and gave a copy to the NCGA.  It was a new way to
determine USGA Course Ratings and also gave them a definition of a scratch golfer as the better
half scoring average on a course by the field of the U.S. Amateur Championship, as there had
not been any standard at the time.  I believed that I could predict their scores using the system
within three-tenths of a stroke.
      The NCGA decided that they wanted to adopt the system and had me go to speak to all their
course rating teams at a special meeting at the Almaden Golf Course near San Jose.  I
explained the system and then we all went out and rated the course using the system.  Everyone
liked it and they started to use it.  Unbeknownst to me, the NCGA sent a copy of my work to the
United States Golf Association.
     I had graduated and was deployed on the staff of Carrier Group Four  (my pay-back tour) in
We are now featuring the "Broadside" Cartoon on our
Online Community homepage. 
Created by Alumnus Jeff Bacon. 
Check back every Friday for a new Funny. 
New Online Community Group!
The NPS Online Community has a new group, the
Graduate School of Business and Public Policy has
formed a new group for GSBPP grads.  To join, simply
select "Groups" from the Network Preferences menu
(note:you must be logged in to see this option) and
search "GSBPP" to stay connected with the latest
GSBPP news and fellow alumni! 
Thinking about visiting NPS? 
The Alumni Relations Office is here to help!  Access
requests are now available in the Online Community
domestic and International visitors. Check out the
"Visiting NPS" link for more information. 
How do I use that...? 
If you've been trying to figure out how to use some of
the functionality in the online community, or are just
interested in learning more about what you can do,
check out the tutorials section today!
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the Mediterranean Sea in about November of 1978 when a letter from the USGA arrive.  Would I
please be a paid consultant to the USGA and further refine my course rating system? I asked the
Admiral and he said yes, not to interfere with my duties, of course, since there obviously was no
conflict of interest.  When I returned from deployment, the USGA set-me-up with a snazzy (at the
time) 300 baud connection into Old Dominion University’s computer and I collected more golf
data and I also went to work on a way to make handicaps portable.  Using a home-and-home
play by average golfers over a range of easy to difficult courses, I created a “Bogey Rating”  from
bogey golfers.  The bogey rating gave me a second dimension to measuring course difficulty and
by comparing the bogey rating to the course rating, I created the “Slope Rating”,  a measure of
how fast scores go up as handicaps go up (A high Slope Rated Course means that the slope of
the line of score versus handicap climbs steeply). 
     After I finished my payback time for NPS, I decided to leave active duty and transfer to the
Naval Reserves.  The USGA, when it learned that I was leaving the Navy created a new position
for me on its staff—Director of Handicapping.  I worked there 16 years, travelling around the
world teaching the system to all the golf associations.  Today, not only does all of North and
South America use the USGA Course Rating and Slope Rating System that I developed, but so
do most golfing countries in the world.  I was given the nickname, the Pope of Slope during one
of these trips and the name stuck and worked well for my golf website is popeofslope.com.  A
highlight for me was in 1990, the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews Scotland (R&A)
 made me one of only 300 American members.  My wife and I go to St. Andrews every summer
for a two week golfing vacation.
       I left the USGA in 1997 as Senior Director over about a third of the staff—Green Section,
Handicapping, Course Rating, GHIN and IT—so that I could live my remaining years in San
Diego.  I am a member at San Diego Country Club and am president-elect of the club.  On the
board of the Century Club which runs the PGA Tour event at Torrey Pines, and I write for Golf
Digest. My day job was with Northrop Grumman for 12 years until they sold off their services
group about two years ago (TASC) where I provide services to the Navy. I have also invented a
golf driver and was awarded four U. S. Patents for the technology.  Most recently I have become
President of the San Diego Country Club.  
Want to hear more from Dean?  He'll be joining us in San Diego at the upcoming NPS Alumni
"Gathering on the Green" golf, lunch, and networking event on November 9th 2011. 
..........
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